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Abstract  

Important changes that are underway in the demand for and 
production of digital images of objects of cultural heritage 
are likely to have substantial effects on the development of 
imaging science and technology. Research and teaching in 
a variety of disciplines, including especially those in the 
humanities, are increasingly dependent on imaginative and 
innovative uses of digital images. In fact, the broader and 
deeper demand for digital images in higher education, for 
example, both reflects and is stimulating remarkable 
changes in lines of inquiry and the development and 
transmission of knowledge in a variety of disciplines. 
Drawing on the author's experience in the early 
development of ARTstor and related imaging projects, this 
talk will attempt to characterize the accelerating demand 
for digital images in the cultural heritage arena, describe 
some of the various mechanisms that the cultural heritage 
community itself is creating to produce, disseminate, and 
maintain digital images in order to meet this demand, and 
to outline some of the implications and opportunities for 
the further development of imaging science and 
technology. 
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